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Since	
  Mohamed	
  Bouazizi	
   sparked	
   the	
  Tunisian	
  uprising	
  one	
  year	
  ago,	
  
protests	
   against	
   authoritarian	
   regimes	
   and	
   calls	
   for	
   social	
   jusKce	
   and	
  
freedom	
  have	
  spread	
  across	
  the	
  Middle	
  East	
  and	
  have	
  been	
  met	
  with	
  
fierce	
  state	
  repression.	
  	
  

However,	
  is	
  this	
  an	
  exclusively	
  Arab	
  phenomenon?	
  

While	
   the	
   ‘Arab	
   Spring’	
   has	
   swept	
   across	
   the	
   south	
   and	
   east	
   of	
   the	
  
Mediterranean,	
   several	
   countries	
   in	
   Mediterranean	
   Europe	
   and	
  
recently	
  in	
  northern	
  Europe	
  are	
  also	
  experiencing	
  their	
  largest	
  protests	
  
in	
  decades.	
  

 	
  What	
   links	
  protests	
  against	
  neoliberalism	
  and	
  public	
  sector	
  cuts	
   in	
  
Europe	
  to	
  protests	
  in	
  the	
  Arab	
  world?	
  
  	
   How	
   do	
   urban	
   spaces	
   shape	
   dynamics	
   and	
   tacKcs	
   of	
   protest,	
  
resistance,	
  and	
  revoluKon?	
  	
  
 	
  What	
   are	
   the	
   implicaKons	
   of	
   the	
   geographies	
   of	
   protest	
   for	
   state	
  
sovereignty?	
  

2. Cities are important arenas for the shaping of identity, citizenship, rights and conflict, and 
cities have been the focus of protests on all sides of the Mediterranean. What are the 
geopolitical implications of the current protests for Mediterranean and Arab cities, and how 
are urban spaces shaping spaces of resistance and revolution? 
 
3. How are states cooperating to face down protests and learning lessons from the 
approaches of different regimes? European countries have sold crowd control weapons and 
other military equipment to repressive regimes in Libya, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and 
Algeria, while the French government considered sending police to Tunisia to help put down 
the uprising, and Saudi armed forces did enter Bahrain to repress protests. Especially in the 
light of the Summer 2011 ʻriotsʼ in London and other British cities, these dynamics raise 
important questions about the meaning of state sovereignty in front of urban ʻemergencyʼ.  
 
4. With governments on all sides of the Mediterranean facing down protests with various 
degrees of intransigence, repression and in some cases violence, have old taken-for-granted 
boundaries between an ʻauthoritarianʼ Arab world and a ʻdemocraticʼ Mediterranean Europe 
blurred in recent months? 
 
Sponsored by the British-Academy, the workshop brings together academic and non-
academic delegates in order to discuss and identify future research agendas and 
collaboration.  
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